
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Government has announced another lockdown and has asked everyone to stay 
at home unless it is essential to go out – for example to buy food or attend a medical 
appointment.  Those with serious medical conditions have been asked, once again,  
to shield. This decision has been taken because of the increasing number of cases 
across the country.  In TW2 postcode, the infection rate was around 250 per 100,000 
last March; last week it was around 850 and by yesterday it had risen again to 1038 
per 100,000. 
 
The new rules allow churches to stay open for services.  The Church of England 
guidance advises that churches can stay open as long as they are able to guarantee 
the safety of people attending a service.   
 
The Parish Church Council met (via a ZOOM conference) last night to consider this 
question.   Everybody recognises that churches are a place for worship and 
fellowship,  and lots of us find solace and peace in attending the weekly services.  
However, there is also a clear duty of care to everyone and we have received many 
messages from people who are vulnerable to say that they will not be attending 
church until the situation improves. 
 
The PCC considered the risk of continuing services and recognised that they cannot 
guarantee safety.  We are reliant on everyone strictly following the rules and we 
accept that this is virtually impossible to achieve – after all, everyone wants to help 
each other and when we do that we usually break the rules on distancing or chatting 
to people who are not in our household or bubble. 
 
The PCC has therefore decided that gathered worship in the church will be 
suspended for the rest of January, and we will review this decision at the 
beginning of February. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fr John joined us last night for his first meeting with the PCC and spoke to us about 
his hopes for the Mission of the Church in Whitton.  He spoke of the church offering 
hope, comfort and support and moving forwards of his desire that everyone brings 
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their gifts and skills to support the ministry and mission of the church (the whole 
people of God), and that everyone is supported. 
 
Hopefully many of you were able to join the service for his Collation which was 
streamed live on Wednesday, if not you will find a copy on the church website. 
We were delighted to find a way to get Internet access into church and to receive an 
offer of assistance with recording services so that you can see them online. 
 
Starting this week, Sunday 10th January, there will be an online service from St 
Augustine’s.  Initially the services will be pre-recorded, but as more people become 
involved we will move to live streaming of services. 
 
You will be able to access these services via the church website or via a Facebook 
account set up specially for services.  We would like to invite people to participate in 
the recording of these services, such as reading, intercessions, or/and preaching! 
We need as many offers as possible and technical support will be provided. Please 
let us now as soon as possible. 
 
The church website address is:   https://www.st-augustine-of-canterbury-whitton.org  
No password is needed to access the site and the link to the service will be on the 
Home Page so that it can be easily found. 
 
The Facebook address is:  https://www.facebook.com/StAugustinesCofE   – you will 
not need a Facebook account or password to access this account 
 
We realise that not everyone has access to the Internet but we will try to keep in 
contact with everyone; if you want to speak to anyone at church then please contact 
us by telephone.  You can leave a message on the office phone and someone will 
contact you as soon as possible. Please make sure you leave a clear message 
which includes your name and phone number.  The number to call is 020 8894 3764.  
If you need to speak to someone urgently then please contact Alwyn Williams on 
07802 181295. 

 

 

 

In December the Retiring Collection was in aid of Crisis, and although we were 
unable to have our Crisis Post Box we were able to raise £247.  
Congratulations and thanks to everyone who supported this charity.  
 
Please remember that although gathered worship is suspended our financial 
obligations including bills remain as before.  We are grateful to everyone for 
any contribution that they can make.  It is not easy to do this when we are not 
able to meet and this might be a time when you would like to consider making 
your contribution by Standing order.  If you would like more information on 
how to do this please let us know.    
 

Stewardship and Fundraising 

Commented [JKK1]: I suggest that we put this section in 
BOLD 

Commented [JKK2]: You will notice that I have tried to 
avoid using Church when we actually mean to gather, as I 
would want us to begin to internalise the idea that we are 
the church and not the building. You may have heard me 
made reference to this last night at the PCC. 

Commented [JKK3]: Would it not be better to provide 
A/C details as that becomes an incentive for the people to 
actually sign up?  


